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One of the most notable things inthe history of 
American Methodism is the fact that it has never 
adopted a formal creed. The Notes, Sermons, and 
Minutes of Mr. Wesley were recognised as embody- 
ing the substance of doctrines which all the preachers 
were required to accept and declare, and this fact was 
formally announced in the Minutes ofthe early Amer- 
ican Conferences. The twenty-five Articles of Reli- 
gion, as prepared by Wesley, were originally printedin 
“The Sunday Service,” along witha Liturgy anda Col- 
lection of Psalms and Hymns for the Lord’s Day. 
They formed no part of the body of the Discipline un- 
til the year 1790, six years after the organization of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, when they appeared 
as the thirty-fifth section. In 1792, they were trans- 
osed to their present place in the Discipline. Sey- 
‘al verbal changes were made in them from time to 
both before and after the General Conference of 
, at which it was resolved, in view of the purpose 
e thereafter a delegated General Conference, to 
nd restrict such delegated body so that it 
have no powerto “‘revoke, alter or change our 
s of Religion, nor establish any new standards 
es of doctrine contrary to our present existing 
tablished standards of doctrine.”” This language 
recognizes some well known and established 
rds of doctrine, distinct from the Articles of Re- 
as existing at the time, and these standards were, 




















erence of 1781 had formally acknowledged as con- 
ining‘‘the old Methodist doctrine.’’ The twenty-five 
s were never designed to supersede or set aside 
old and well-understood doctrines. They were in no 
er sense the peculiar doctrines of Methodism. 
he first Bishops’ Address, prepared by Coke and 
Asbury, and first published in the Discipline of 1789, 
expressly declared that these Articles of Religion 
‘simply contained doctrines which are ‘maintained, 
more or less, in part or in whole, by every reformed 
Church in the world;” and this statement is still a part 

of the Episcopal Address prefixed to the Discipline. 

It is not reasonable to believe that Wesley or any 
of the early Methodist fathers imagined that all Meth- 
odist preachers and laymen would subscribe to every 
exposition in the Notes, and every sentiment in the 

Sermons which were accepted asstandards. Even the 
. Articles of Religion contain sentiments to which reas- 
aw 


onable exception may¥ be taken. It is not in strict — 


accord with Arminian Methodist theology to speak of 
Christ ‘‘reconciling the Father to us,” or to use the 
phrase “‘original guilt,” as is done in the second Ar- 
ticle. Nor will any Methodist be complained of if he 
take exception to the statement that there ‘was never 
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any doubt in the Church” as to the authority of any 
of the canonical books. For every well-read per- 
son knows that the authority of some few canon- 
ical books has been doubted by many of the 
most learned and pious in the Church, and es- 
pecially among the early fathers. But these points 
are incidental and of comparatively little moment. 
While in such matters arational freedom is allowed 
to all, there have ever been in Arminian Methodism 
a unity of sentiment and a uniformity of doctrinal 
belief which are worthy of admiration. There is a 
consensus of fundamental doctrine, clearly set forth 
in the standards above specified, preached in all 
Methodist pulpits, believed and deeply cherished by 
the great body of our people, so that no minister or 
jJayman can presume to depart in any considerable 
“measure from it without being speedily detected, 
even by the common people. There is, so to speak, 
a kind of ‘Methodist consciousness” which universal- 
ly recognizes and adheres with great tenacity to the 
substance of doctrine preached by Methodism. In 
our judgment, it is the grandest and best of all creeds, 
for it isdeeply graven in the hearts of our people. 

We present in the following twenty-five articles a 
concise statement of the doctrines universally accepted 
by Arminian Methodism. By a sort of religious intu- 
ition, cultivated by personal experience of the love of 
God, reading Methodist literature, hearing Methodist 
preaching, familiarity with Methodist hymns, and the 
spirit and forms of Methodist worship, we have imbibed 
the following asin substance the common beliefs of the 
great body of our people. ‘The critical reader may 
note wherein some. of our forms of statement might be 
improved, but we have no doubt whatever that these 
few doctrinal formulas embody in substance what is 
everywhere received among Arminian Methodists as a 
sort of traditional and unquestioned inheritance. 


Z. Of God. 

There is but one God, the eternal Spirit, fountain 
of life and of light, almighty and all-wise; he fills all 
things with his presence, and is infinite in holiness 
and love. Inthe unity of this Godhead subsist the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, essentially one 
in nature, power and glory, but distinct in personality 
and relations to the salvation of man. 

2. Of Jesus Christ. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only begotten Son 
of God, was born of the Virgin Mary, grew into perfect 
manhood, and became acquainted with all the infirmi- 
ties, temptations and sorrows of men. In him dwelt 
all the fullness of the Godhead, so that, uniting Deity 


and humanity in one Christ, he is sole Mediator be- a 
tween Godand man. He gave his life aransom for all, 


and by his death on the cross made a full, perfect and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the 
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sins of the whole world. He rose from the dead, and 
ascended into heaven, wherein he abideth, our great 
High-Priest and King, and must reign until all things 
are put in subjection under him. 

3. Of the Holy Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit, proceeding from the Father and 
the Son, and of essentially the same eternal na- 
ture, power and glory, is everywhere present with men 
to convict of sin, work newness of life in them that 
believe, and lead them unto all truth. 

y. Of the Scriptures. 

The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
were given by inspiration of God, and contain the rev- 
elation of all things necessary to salvation. They are 
to be accepted as oracles of God, and devoutly searched 
for instruction in the knowledge of Christ, and in the 
duties and practice of a holy life. 

5. Of Human Depravity. 

All men have sinned, and they suffer a depravity of 
nature which is continually propagated in the entire 
race of Adam. This corruption of nature so far re- 
moves them from the original righteousness of man 
that of themselves they have no ability to recover from 
their fallen condition, but are continually inclined to 
do that which is evil. 

6. Of Salvation Through Christ: 

The love of God has made salvation possible to all 
through the mediation of Jesus Christ, whereby every 
man is graciously provided with freedom of will to ac- 
cept or reject the offer of eternal life. 


7. Of Repentance. 


Repentance is sorrow for sin wrought in the heart 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. The awakened sin- 
ner is thereby made to recognize the holiness of God, 
the righteousness of his law, and the guilt and shame 
of his own perverse nature. Thus deeply humbled, 
he turns unto God and forsakes his sins. 


8. Of Justification. 


_ Justification by faith is that act of God by which, 
when we yield ourselves in full confidence to our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, we are freely acquitted from the 
guilt of sin, and are accounted righteous in his sight. 
We are accordingly justified, not by works which we 
perform, but by faith in him who died for us. 

g. Of Regeneration. 

Regeneration is that work of the Holy Spirit 
wrought in us, whereby we are made partakers of the 
\ Divine nature, and experience newness of life in 

~.. ®Christ Jesus. By this new birth the believer becomes 
a child of God, receives the Spirit of adoption, and is 
made an heir of the kingdom of heaven. 
10, Of the Witness of the Spirit. 


The witness of the Spirit is an inward impression 


5 od — 


» on the soul, whereby the Spirit of God, the heavenly 
Comforter, immediately convinces the regenerate be- 
liever that he has passed from death unto life, that 
his sins are all forgiven, and that he is a child of God. 


rl. Of Sanctification. 


Entire sanctification, or Christian perfection, is a 
state of righteousness and true holiness, which every 
regenerate believer may attain. It consists in being 
cleansed from all sin, loving God with all the heart, 
soul, mind and strength, and loving our neighbor as 
ourselves. This gracious state of perfect love is at- 
tainable in this life by faith, both gradually and in- 
stantaneously, and should be earnestly sought by 
every child of God; but it does not deliver us from 
the infirmities, ignorance, and mistakes which are 
common to man. 

: 12. Of Good Works. 

The Holy Spirit dwelling in man begets within him 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, temper- 
ance, and all other ennobling virtues, and these show 
themselves in numerous outward acts, which become 
so many evidences of a living faith. Although such 
good works cannot put away sin, they are ever well- 
pleasing and acceptable in the sight of God. 

13. Of Apostasy. 

The gracious help of God is pledged to all those a 
who continue steadfast in faith; but, on account of 
man’s free will, which no power may coerce, apostasy __ 
from God is possible so long as we continue in the | 
flesh. Wherefore constant watchfulness, prayer and 
holy living are necessary on the part of man, lest he 
fall away from the grace of God, grieve and quench Fs 
the Holy Spirit, and lose his soul at last. ’ ia 

1g. Of Immortality. ies i+ 

The soul of mat is immortal, and, on its separation ae 
from the body at death, continues in a conscious state 
of existence in the world of spirits. It there either 
enters into bliss, or undergoes torment, according to 
its character as formed and fixed in the present life. 

15. Of the Resurrection. 

Christ did truly rise from the dead, and took again 
his own body, and therewith ascended into heaven. 
Likewise all the dead shall ultimately be raised up by 
the power of God through Christ, both the just and 
the unjust; but those who have done good shall come 
' forth unto an eternal life of glory, and those who 
have wrought wickedness shall be adjudged to ever- 
lasting punishment. 

16. Of the Final Judgment. 

God has appointed a day in which he will judge all ee 
men by Jesus Christ, to whom is committed the judg- 
ment of this world. We must all, accordingly, ap- 
pear before the judgment-seat of Christ, and have our 
eternal destiny determined according to our works. 
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17. Of Hleaven. 
Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has provided for 
his redeemed a place of heavenly and eternal rest, 
into which he purposes ultimately to gather them all, 
and dwell with them in unspeakable glory. There 
shall be no more sorrow, pain or death, and the glori- 
fied saints shall see God, and walk in his light for 
ever and ever, 
18. Of Hell. 

The incorrigible sinner, having rejected Christ and 
all the offers and opportunities of grace, is without 
God and without hope in the world, and makes him- 
self a child of Satan. When he dies, his soul awakes 
to the torment of Hell, from which there is no prom- 
ise or hope of deliverance, but in the final judgment 
he is sentenced to the everlasting punishment pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels. 


7g. Of the Church. 


The Holy Catholic Church consists of the great 
body of believers who confess the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and have lifein him. The individual Church is a con- 
gregation or society of Christian believers, in which 
the pure worship of God is maintained, his holy word 
is preached, and his commandments and ordinances 
are sacredly observed. 

20. Of the Ministry. 

The ministry of the Gospel is a sacred office and 
calling, ordained by Christ for the proclamation of 
his truth in all the world, and for the orderly admin- 
istration of the sacraments, the worship, and the dis- 
cipline of the Church. No man may assume this of- 
fice without the conviction of a divine call thereto, 
and the recognition and ratification of that call by the 
Church. 


21. Of Baptism. 


The sacrament of baptism is the formal application 
of water to an infant or to an adult believer in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, as a visible sign and seal that the person so 
consecrated stands in a holy covenant relation to God 
and his people. 

22. Of the Lord’s Supper. 


The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper is the formal 
eating of bread and drinking of wine in solemn re- 
membrance that Christ died for us, and shed his most 
precious blood for the remission of sins. We thereby 
continually show forth our Christian faith and hope, 
and are made partakers of the body and blood of 


em & Christ. 
2 _ 23. Of Church Polity. 


The Lord Jesus Christ ordained no particular form 
of government for his Church, so that whatever polity, 
rules, regulations rites and ceremonies are adopted 
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‘and approved by common authority, and are not re- 
pugnant to the word of God, may be acknowledged as 
sufficient to constitute a true Church of the living 
God. Such polity, rules, rites and ceremonies may be 
lawfully changed from time to time, as the needs of 
men and the diversity of nations, countries and man- 
ners may require. 
24. Of Civil Government. 

Civil government is an ordinance of God, grounded 
in the necessities of human nature, and essential to 
the maintenance of public order, the security of per- 
sonal rights, and the punishment of evil doers. It is 
the duty of all men to be subject to the supreme au- 
thority of the country in which they reside, and to re- 
spect and honor the civil magistrates. 


25. Of the Evangelization of the World. 


The Gospel is designed for all nations, its field of 
operation is the whole world, and the Church and peo- 
ple of God are under solemn obligation to make 
known its saving truth and power among the heathen. 
To this great work we are impelled and encouraged 
by the command of the Lord, and the promises and 
prophecies of the Holy Scriptures. 


In the study and treatment of some of these doc- 
trines there is, and ought to be, room for rational dif- 
ferences of opinion. A sober freedom exercised on 
profound mysteries of Christian faith is more helpful 
to solid piety than an enforced restraint. There are 
divergent theories of the atoning work of Christ; pre- 
millennarians and post-millennarians are often found 
in the same communion; discussions are common in 
which we note varying conceptions of the resurrection, 
heaven, hell, and the day of judgment; even so prac- 
tical a subject as that of sanctification has been taught 
in various.ways. But it is not to be expected that all 
devout and thoughtful minds will minutely agree on 
matters which the Holy Scriptures have not made ab- 
solutely clear. In non-essentials, wherein men have 
always differed, we can well afford to think and let 
think; we agree to disagree. The friendly interchange 
of varying views should inspire and lead to deeper 
knowledge. But on all the great fundamental doc- 
trines there should be substantial har1 ony, and itis a 
matter for profound gratitude to God that in so wide a 
range of Christian doctrine as that outlined above, 
there has been among Arminian Methodists a remark- 
able and even enthusiastic unanimity. — 
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